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The City of Sebastopol community newsletter is one way to stay in touch with what’s going on in Sebastopol. Our web site, 
CityofSebastopol.org is another. It is chock-full of information on City services, public meetings, and community resources. 

Or, stop by City offices any time we are open!

Housing Action Plan City Strikes Deal with Airbnb for 
Collection of Transient Occupancy Tax

Cut Down on Your Paperwork!
The City Council has approved an agreement with 
Airbnb to automatically collect Transient Occupancy 
Taxes from Airbnb operators.  These businesses also 
need to comply with Zoning regulations, and obtain a 
Business License.  

The new agreement will help ensure that these home 
businesses, as well as visitors, help pay for the cost 
of City services.

SEBASTOPOL HAS UPDATED ITS ‘GRANNY UNIT’ STANDARDS.  FEES AND REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN 
REDUCED!  CHECK OUT THE NEW ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT GUIDELINES ON THE CITY WEB SITE.

Addressing housing issues is a high priority for the City 
Council. The Council formed a Housing Subcommittee which 
is having a series of community forums that will lead to a 
housing action plan for consideration of the City Council.

Should zoning or development standards be changed? 
Should the City propose a new tax to generate revenues for 
affordable housing? How should the City address the topic of 
rent control? These and other issues will be discussed.  All 
meetings are at Park Side School, from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.

Location:  Park Side School Multi-Purpose Room, 7450 
Bodega Avenue, MPR Accessed from Washington Avenue.

May 8, 2017, May 22, 2017, June 12, 2017

You can now pay your water and sewer 
bill online! 

Sebastopol offers online bill payment for 
water and sewer services.  The system uses 
a secure, cloud-based, off-site portal where 

you can log in, check your bills, make a payment or sign 
up for Auto Pay with your Credit or Debit card.  See more 
information at:  http://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Billpay.aspx
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It is important to focus on how to be better prepared to 
cope with disasters. As we have seen with a number of 
major disasters, it is very important that each household 
prepares to make it on its own for at least the first 72 
hours of a disaster.

While the City of Sebastopol has an emergency 
operations plan, the first priority is to take immediate 
action to save and protect life, and secondarily to start the 
general response process. For example, in a significant 
earthquake, restoration of power or water may not occur 
for days or weeks.  In Sebastopol, we understand well 
that disasters can strike. History has shown that we 
are prone to devastating earthquakes, seasonal floods, 
severe winter storms and large wildland fires.

The good news is that you can be prepared to handle 
these emergencies. In order to prepare, there are several 
thing that you must do:

• Provide a minimum of one gallon of water, per day, 
per person, for at least three days.

• Stockpile a non-perishable food supply for all 
members of your family, including pets.

• Provide extra supplies for a relative, friend, or 
neighbor who may need your help.

• Consider maintaining a supply of emergency 
medicines and cash in a secure location.

• Pre-designate a local meeting place for your family 
to meet after a disaster.

• Agree on an out-of-area friend or relative phone 
number that household members can call to update 
their status in an emergency situation.

• Know how to turn off the electricity, gas and water to 
your home.

• Stockpile basic first aid supplies and attend a basic 
first aid class.

• Have a flashlight, battery-powered radio, and extra 
batteries.

• Have some supplies in your car, in case you are not 
home when the disaster hits.

• Include your pets in your disaster plan.

• Review your insurance coverage for each of the 
potential threats.

For more detailed information, you can contact the Fire 
Department at 823-8061, or download information from 
the Red Cross at www.redcross.org,  FEMA at www.fema.
org, and the State Office of Emergency Services at www.
oes.ca.gov  

How you and your family cope after a disaster depends 
on how well you prepare before the disaster strikes.  

Preparedness

Emergency Alerts
The Sonoma County Emergency 
Management Division has a free 
emergency alert service:  SoCoAlert. 
The service will send out an alert 
to your cell phone, home phone, 
email, or all three in the event of 
an emergency situation in your 
area. And, your alert area can be 
customized. For example you can 
ask for alerts in the vicinity of your 
home, workplace, school, or other 
locations. The alert messaging only 
occurs in the event of emergency 
situations.  

To sign up, or to get more information about SoCoAlert, see 
the County web page at: http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/FES/
Emergency-Management/SoCoAlert/


